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COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



To the Honorable John R. Tanneb, Governor of Illinois: 

In obedience to law, we hereby submit our report of the operations 
and conditions of the Southern Illinois Penitentiary for the two 
years ending September 30th, 1900. 

We think this institution will be found in better condition at this 
time than at any previous period of its history. In the erection of 
new buildings with enlai^ed capacity, the purchasing of new and the 
repairing of old machinery, we have, we think, brought each indus- 
trial department up to its highest earning capacity; and in so doing 
we have kept within the limits of the various appropriations made 
by the Legislature. We have now no indebtedness, save bills for the 
present month which have not yet been passed upon by the board 
and wt now think that at the end of the present fiscal year we will 
have a small surplusto return to the State treasury. 

With the appropriations made by the last Legislature, we have 
purchased and put in operation two new six-mould Boyd brick 
presses and have erected new sheds for the entire yard. Making the 
plant modern and complete in every respect. The quality or the 
brick manufactured is good and there has not been a day during the 
last two years that did not find us behind with our orders. 

The sales of this department during the last two years have reached 
over sixty thousand dollars which is more than double the income 
from this department in any like period within the existence of the 
institution. 

During the last two years we have added necessary improvements 
to the knitting factory in various ways, amounting to about five 
thousand dollars, having a plant now valued at thirty-six thousand 
dollars and capable of employing two hundred and twenty-five men 
and we now have a plant that will yield a large income for many 
years to come with small additional expense. 

The foundry, for the manufacture of hollow ware, continues to be 
one of the best paying departments of the prison, compared with the 
cost of operating the same. We have just completed the new enam- 
eling room and warehouse for this department, an appropriation for 
which was made by the last General Assemby. The building is of 
pressed brick with stone trimmings 40x1 17 J feet in size, two stories 
high with 13 and 11 foot ceilings. This department employs about 
two hundred and ten men. 



The earnings of the Btone department have been reduced during 
last year on account of a fire which completely destroyed the old 
wooden building used as a shop, together with a part of the machin- 
ery used in operating the plant. Thia fire caused a oesBation of work 
in this department for several weeks, but during the interval w© 
erected a new brick building 85x119 feet in size, with sand stone 
front, to take the place of buildings destroyed. Another incident 
tending to decrease the income of this department was the complete 
wearing out of the stone crusher that had been in use for the past 
ten years, We have, however, about completed a thorough over- 
hauling of the old crusher, making it practically new in all respects, 
changing its location nearer to the stone to be crushed. We have 
also built a railroad track, reaching the entire length of the quarry, 
to the new location of the crusher. These improvements when com- 
pleted will place the department in excellent condition, and will in 
our judgment, make it one of great income to the institution and 
that too without material expense for many years. 

The following comparative statement of earnings of the institu- 
tion shows a marked and steady increase during the past four years: 

Pot the rear sndinff September JO.ISM t g4,07(,0« 

Fortheyesrendlne Septemhet 30.189N SS.313.W 

For the year endinB Sopteinljer 80, ISM 102,100,81 

For the rear eodlne September 30.1800 115,286.U 

This increase in earnings is emphasized by the fact that during 
this period the population of the institution has steadily decreased, 
as will be seen from the following comparative statement: 

The daily average of prisoners during the last four years has been 
as follows: 

For the yesr eDdlDB September 30.1S97 901 

For ths rear endiog: September 30.1898 Sn 

Foe the year endlnu September 30.1899 868 

For the year eadiuE September 30,1900 SIS 

For further statistical information we respectfully refer you to the 
tables accompanying the Warden's report which are herewith submit- 
ted as a part of this report. 

The report of Rev. O. H. Clark, chaplain of this institution, is sub- 
mitted herewith. In it will be found valuable information as to 
work he has done for and among the unfortunate inmates of the in- 
stitution together with practical suggestions bearing on the work he 
has in hand. 

In the report of Dr. William R. Mackenzie, physician in charge of 
the medical department, will be found detailed and statistical infor- 
mation as to the health of the prisoners, and the sanitary condition 
of the institution. 

In both these departments will be found the impress of capable 
and faithful work on the part of those at their head. 

The report of Warden Tanner gives information as to the condi- 
tions and what has been done to improve our pumping station. Of 
the seven thousand five hundred dollars heretofore appropriated, 
^bout five thousand dollars have been usedfortemporaryrelief during 



the past two years, leaving an unexpended balance of about two 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

We regret to say that we have not yet been able to devise any per- 
manent system of water supply for the institution. The sand bar 
formed in front of the pumping station grows in extent from month 
to month and the current of the river from which we get all water 
used is now more than a half mile distant from its former course. 
We have been compelled to place a temporary pumping station out 
on the sand bar and this has been moved from time to time as the 
sand bar forms and the water recedes. In the latter part of the 
winter season and up to about July of each year the river is swollen 
to such an extent that the sand bar in question is submei^ed and we 
are then compelled to remove this temporary or sub-station back to 
the original shore line of the river. 

We hav) consulted the best engineers and river experts as to what 
would probably result in a practical solution of the subject, without 
being able to arrive at anything definite. The concensus of opinion 
among men who are familiar with the Mississippi river from experi- 
ence is, that within two or three years the current of the river will 
return to its original shore line, which will relieve the institution of 
the difficulty we have had in this respect. 

In view of the circumstances, we recommend that a special appro- 
priation of five thousand dollars be made by the next Legislature to 
be used as circumstances may require in connection with the unex- 
pended appropriation now subject to this purpose. 

In addition to the above special appropriation we would respect- 
fully recommend that the following appropriations be made for the 
purposes named, for the coming two years, as suggested by the war- 
den in his report. 

Ordinary eipenaea, per snnum MOO. 000 00 

CoDtlDCBiit. per annum B.OOO M 

Kepalra and refnrniBlilnK. per annan: 5,000 00 

Expense of enforelne parole Iftw.ner aoDum 5.000 00 

Befnrnishine library, perannnm > 500 00 

Bieavatine and frradliia: In yard, peramtom 2.60t DO 

Teama aodliarDSsa. per annum 1,000 00 

Wooden stockade, i>er annam £50 00 

VornewfeuaelnfroDtof institatioD 300 DO 

For repairs and addlttona to Kceenboute 300 DO 

Referring to the parole law, as amended by the last (General As- 
sembly, we are pleased to report that we find results of its workings 
much more satisfactory than at the time of our last biennial report. 
The percentage of those violating its beneficent provisions is greatly 
reduced, and we doubt not that its operations as a reform measure 
will eventually meet the expectations of its friends. 

The sum of eleven thousand, seven hundred and fifty dollars of the 
prison funds that became tied up in the bank failure of H. Seiter & 
Co., in the year 1894 is still carried on the prison books as a deposit 
in said bank for the reason that the matter is still pending in the 
courts. Several suits have been brought to recover this money, the 
most important being the one against the estate of the late Bufus N. 
Ramsey, one of the sureties on the late warden's bond. We obtained 



jndgment in the Clinton county circuit court at the May term, 1900, 
for the full amount of this claim against said estate, but the case has 
been appealed and is yet pending in the appellate court. If this 
judgment is affirmed in the higher courts, it is believed that about 50 
per cent of the claim will be realized. 

A dividend of about 17 per cent has been declared by the assignee 
of H. Seiter. Payment to this institution has been deferred, how- 
ever, until such time as the assignee can get an order of court there- 
for. From these two sources we hope soon to realize about six 
thousand dollars on this claim. Of the defalcation of the late Chief 
Clerk O. F. Havili, we have received by means of suits and otherwise 
about eight thousand dollars. 

The bills contracted during the administration of Ex-0-overnor 
Altgeld, itemized in the warden's report, remain unpaid, for the rea- 
son that through a mistake the last General Assembly failed to make 
an appropriation therefor. We recommend an appropriation of 
twelve thousand, forty-three dollars and eighty-eight cents, for the 
liquidation of same. 

To Warden Tanner and the efficient force of subordinate officers 

under him we desire to express our high appreciation of the faithful 

and intelligent manner in which the discipline of the institution has 

been maintained and its financial standing established. 

Respectfully, 

Thos. W. Scott, 
James E. Jobe, 
J. B. Messioe, 

Com mis stoners. 

Inventory and Appraisement of the Southern Illinois Penitentiary, 

October 1, 1900. 

Items. y Bines 

ReKleitKte ttW.lOl » 

Warden house ■ n.Ml *6 

MKchlnerrdepBrtmentdltrhta. water works. &c) 78,224 31 

Brickyard B9.87T 67 

Taama 6.121 2J 

Cell house 10.782 61 

Convict kltohan 3,27* 9« 

Solitary SSS 66 

Armory 6«S 70 

Cbapal and library 1,189 71 

fhoto ealler J 817*1 

Knittinr factory 35.826 61 

Clothine depsrlmeut 9.12100 

Store department 2.708 90 

Quarrr U.IH M 

Farm and earden 701 IS 

Hospital 1.208 St 

Tobacco shop 267 BO 

Farm live stack 1.188 00 

Foundry *«9 80 

Offlcera^ subsistenoe . 2,907 8» 

Barber shop 10190 

MiBcellaneoua 82 TO 

Button factory *,100 00 

Total •1,168.189 11 
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REPORT OF THE WARDEN. 



Menard P. O., Randolph County, Illinois, September 30, 1900. 
To the B-Onorable Board of Commissioners Southern Illinois Penitentiary, 

Gentlkmbn: — CoraplyiDg with the statute in such case provided, I here- 
with submit ray report with statistical tables showing the operations of the 
Southern Illinois Penitentiary for the two years ending September 30, 1900. 

mPBOVBMBNTS. 



Briok shed, 100x225 feet. 

Stoae shed. Splendid building of briok and stone to replace an old wooden 
structure destroyed by fire. 

Foundry building:. Brick and stone, 40sll7 feet. 

Stone crusher plant in course of construction and in close proximity to the 
cjuarry, thus enabling us to manufacture an averagre of about twenty cars per 
day of first-class macadam, and to handle the stone at a greatly reduced cost 
to the State. 

Boi 
ing ii 

Briek machines. Two i 

Ds to produce a far greatei , ^ 

placing the brick department on a substantial and paying basis. 

Air pump. A new air pump has been added to the north cell house, which 
supplies plenty of fresh air to the prisoners. 

New pump. A new pomp has been placed on the sand bar to enable us to 
get water to the pumping station, which was necessitated by the formation of 
a sand bar in front of the prison, cutting oS our water supply. In this con- 
nection, I would state that we have expended about $5,000.00 of the appropri- 
-ation of $7,5000.00, made two years ago for a pumping station, in the way oE 
temporary relief, and from all indications, additional expenditures will have 
to be made, and I would sugeest that vou ask for an appropriation of $5,000.00, 
which in addition to the $2,500.00 stil! remaining from former appropriation, 
will enable ns to keep up our water supply. 

Stockade wall surrounding the rear of the prison yard has been mnch im- 

iiroved by the erection of sections of same, but as a whole, it is yet in a di- 
apidated condition, being, in the main, old and decayed. To the end that it 
may be kept in something like safe condition, I would suggest that yon ask 
for an appropriation of $500.00, to be used for that purpose. 

The number of convicts do not change very materially, and in order that 
that they may all be profitably employed and for the best interests of the 
State, I would recommend an appropriation for ordinary expenses for the 
next two years of $100,000.00 per annum. . ,,, 



Contineant fnnd » B.OOO.Wperannnm 

Repairs uii return IbWdbb 8,000.00 " "' 

Expense of BDfoFciDe the parole law E.OOO.W 

Refurniahine library 600.00 " " 

ExCHTstlnE and eradins In the ;ard 2.500.00 " " 

Teams anS harness 1,000.00 " " 

Wooden stockafle 260,00 " " 

For new fence in front of institotion 300.00 

For repair! and addition to Kreenhouse 300.00 

Water supply B, 000, 00 f or two yra. 

Balance of old deficit left hy the administration of ei-Qov. Altgeld.... 12.0(3.S8 

■" I would ag-ain respectfully call vour attention to the foUowinfr list of claims 

' remaining duo and unpaid from tne shortage left by the admimstralioD of e" 

Governor Altgeld, which — ' ' -" ^ ,-..— u l- — :j *:— 



J.. St. Louis. Mo $ 790. 

lis 878 

a.B«. 



»)oa to pay the same. 

Kelative to the ahortaae of ex-Chief Clerk Havill, I would respectfully re- 
port that in addition to the K!, 000. 00 paid by the sureties on the bond, I have 
pursued the matter of the balance of the shortage into the courts and obtained 
judgment acaiost tbe official bond of ex-Warden Schneider in the sum of 
|3,000.00, which said judgment has been fully paid and has been applied in 
settlement of acoounta from which the same was diverted. 



To Deputy Warden Dowell, Chief Clerk Millspaugh and their valuable as- 
sistants, I owe much for their " ' — ■■ — — --" i — "it- ^.i-^- v.- lu^™ 

in their various departments. 



sistants, I owe much for their support and unswerving loyalty given by them 
■ ■' -" - ^ - -' ' '. M. Tai 



Warden Southern Illinois Penitentiary. 



by Google 



i 
1 



i 



1 



ii 



nn 



ill! 

1=r 



1 i Hi I iiii n I 

liiiifli 



[ill! 1 1 



1 



III 




jM HI IIIHiiil 

'■■■■'% III I I ^ • -I 

iftlit 



nnni 

inini 

MlMN 
niiii 



! 

Mi 

nr 



n! 

in 

f i i ; i 

inn. 

; : M iJs 



.dwCjOogle 



KECAPITULATION. 



RBOSlPTi. 
B»lflJiCB on hand October 1, 1896- 


113,696 16 

38.727 M 




Speoiftl funds (tnolurtinB Sll.l60,00c«rried on books aaade- 






SIS. 126 71 




36,000 00 












328.100 31 


C«ah received tor year endinit September 80, 190O- 


1116. 285 64 
7O.DOO0O 
17.000 00 












202.286 61 










Cash expended durlne rear endlne Setitember 30, 1S9»- 


(192.137 81 
23,987*6 

«182,BB1K 










■216,426 29 








213,766 38 


Balance on band September 30, 1M0~ 


is.astei 

36,086 38 


''i'StKsSrrSKX.fii.tSKr.'."" 


12,610 98 








»72.811 6« 
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of the Southern lUinois Penitentiary for 





Invbntort . 


Trial B 


.„.„. 


Invkhtobt . 




Oct. 1, 18B8. 


Dibit. 


Credit. 


Oct. 1.1900. 








11. 138, IS? 93 
173,698 IS 




ADiiroprlatioaa— 




















Hi.eiS 99 
BOO. 188 31 

4.170 SS 

Hi 

*.10S2S 






I 

>5 

-ml 
AW 












































3,274 96 














14.30199 






903 88 

100. :sT OS 














*«S 








17, M7 81 
11.687 »1 

U. 343 06 






































1.87S 2 
5.680 38 


















3.170 77 


iMib 














3.798 S 

sl-ss 








-•si 


























iSS 




















2,981 <0 


8,697 « 












'■ST, 














1,304 IS 














^ 
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PreBent state uf account "Beat Estate and Buildings".. 
New balances 
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the two fiscal years ending September 30, 1900, 



To OOTOBBB 1, 1900. 


Statb or Illinois. 


Sbal Estate and 
bcildisob. 


New Balakobs. 


Losaei. 


Gt>iDB. 


Debit. 


Credit. 


Debit. 


Credit. 


Asaeta. 


Llabllitlen. 








11.136. 187 93 








tl 171 874 4S 




1167. 7ig M 
16.062 18 

























3S.66G88 












TS.ZZ4 3: 
10.702 6: 




8.91G2S 






9909.101 i9 
















t.T18 6( 


















































































71 W 


























tCOSOGl 










































42.820 88 










„.ffig 




























































































































'•"SS 










."gS 








































"■SS 




















IH 11 




































tsu 


































l.B86» 










1.189 01 
































































3G.]S6Iie 














tl.171.3T4 48 










t3tO.U81IO 


IS60.«8 60 














909.101 59 








J1.1T1.M4 48 


SI.lTl.m 48 




















(909.101 B9 


1909.101 S9 












11,818.786 94 
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Cash 


Receipts 




Months. 


— 


KnlHlnB 
Factory. 


Brickyard. 


Qnarcy. 


Farm Live 
Stock. 




•SSI 




"Kg 

1.233 32 

ii 
'■Si 

2.UBff 
2; 67* I 


I1.S17 M 
398 7* 
l,n2S7 

LmS 

BBOW 






\ 

\ 

i 


ii 










2 


ii 

58S99 

ii 






























2,314 89 
a. 827 92 




















S19.MB 72 


«0.06fi 61 

















Cash Receipts of the Southern Illinois Penitentiary 



Umtbe. 


Foundry. 


Snlttine 
Factory. 


Brickyard. 


Quarry. 


"Sffi" 


. 


II f 

l!728 1 

a; 

2.306 8 


I1.M9 3S 


12.081 25 

MS 

SIS 65 
2.026 81 

lis 

.717 K 


"1 

ii 

Si 














i 
1 


as 

078 U 












































t2e.6S3<Il 




M0.71Bn 


ti.mn, 
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for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1899. 



BoardiQK 
C,o..». 

PrlaODecH. 


"ffife" 


Mo^y* 


Water 
Worts 


Misoel- 

lansaas. 




Total 
Rsceipts, 




S97 T6 

1 

ii 
11 


ii 

302 6( 

is 




■238 36 
239 0« 

si 

109 2: 

luzi 








66 se 

33 33 


















33 33 

'""'i'i 














9,07199 le.ouooo is.ooooo 
















""%i 


6.938 65 ia.ooooo is.'s66 00 










9.50112 10.000 00 i.666 6o 








W. 295 BO 


tSMM 


(5.123 40 


teiflss 


t2.20Se9 


1102, lOO 31 $90, 000 00 136, OOO 00 


1228,100 31 



for the fiscal year aiding September 30, 1900. 



Bojrdi.^ 

Cl^hlns 

U.S. 

Prlaoners. 


Machinery 
Depart' 


Money. Bltetric 
UsbU. 


Miscel- 


Total 
Beceiote 

than Ap- 
propria- 
tions. 


Ordi- 

tions. 


SpeciftI 

St 


Total 
Receipts. 




1 

if 
II 


1619 11 


"ii 

120 11 

11 

i«ii 


Ii 

!l86 3: 
1 ,702 11 

.837 32 




15.000 00 






Si 'IS 












16.907 27 




Ml J 150 00 






8,500 00 








lolOOO 00 






3291 606S 
885 IE 310 66 




T^zt 








10,000 00 








301 78 91 ii 






















13,887 19 


JI.S26IM 


16.103 52 J1.837 16 


»,715 33 


M16.285B*l»T0.OOOOO 


117.000 00 


120,285 E( 



b, Google 



state Work for year ending September 30, 1899. 



Work done on— 


departm't 


ByteMHB 

menT 


ment. 


Br brick 
depart- 


TotJ. 




tssez 

if 
II 




(5 00 


S19e2 


$113 64 




1.263 70 
































ESS 00 
911 00 












ifls 














190 


^s 






7 BO 










a.2«7 76 




w. 






MOO 






















1.970 50 


isow 








'ii 




















2«TC 


70 00 












t3.(»3 92 


17,012 U 


S718 3f> 


tS«8S9 









iSfa/e TPorfc /or year ending September 30, 1900. 



Work done on- 


deportm't 


BjteuDS 

ment. 


Bj-quwry 


ment. 


Total. 








116 70 


126 SO 






■SJI 

ItGOC 


l.lMn 


































448 50 
77B2B 










K7 70 
















1 














40U 

ISO 








1.S9B7S 












1.WH50 


T80 0C 


118 86 


















'II 




68 30 














SOO 






2.(31 « 


96 00 






26 40 

I016E 


















4.7!8 5a 


S38 IB 


11,266 66 






36 00 




,S^ 












Sii 






















sz.iossn 


•8.S6BZ5 


S8.002I5 


S1.6M71 
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Number of days labor and number of days lost by prisoners for the 
two years ending September 30, 1900, and gross earnings per day 
per man. 



Departments, 


October 1.1898. 

Octoberl.lSW. 


October 1.1899, 

October 1.1900. 


Number Amu e»mfne money, pleee price srstam— 


58.306 

78.066 


18T.3M 
32, Wi 

SE.TZE 
60.093 


Bt.STfl 
8S.459 










UI.S3S 


Number days esrnlae moner— St«e awoant Bystem— 


IS. 869 
1*.0S3 


1«.09£ 
18.825 








29,717 


Number doya non-productive labor— 


'.SK 

'.m 
1 '.m 

.175 

'■l 
a 

2.S*2 

i.m. 

■1 

1.92) 
1T.7U 


1.TM 

si 70 
S.ifl 

III 

1,1B8 
49 

11 

2.691 

2; 58! 
4! 03! 






















Ftklnt. mUtri'Bs. barneis and tobacco shop 




























Number days lost account sIckncBB. weatber. et«.— 
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Tc^le showing length of sentences of Convicts received during the 
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Table showing number of Convicts from the different Counties in 
the territory allotted to the Southern Illinois Penitentiary, re- 
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and the number of days lost by Punishment during the two years 
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 



To the Board of Commissioners. 

Gbntlbmbk:— I have the honor tosabmit toyou. my second biennial re- 
port for the year ending September 30th, 1900. 



The institution during the time mentioned has been free from epidemics of 
any kind. Only one case of typhoid fever has occurred and that was con- 
tracted by a paroled convict while he was away from the prison servine his 
parole sentence. His case terminated fatally, within twenty-four hours 
after his return to the prison as a violator. Aside from this we have had no 
form of disease that could be classed as endemic or epidemic. The sanitary 
system and arrangemeats have been kept in the best possible condition; the 
lar^ sewers having been regularly flushed and clean aed. 

The ventilation in the cells which is maintained by fan towers has been 
perfect. These improved conditions have been lar^ly responsible for the 
general good health in the institution, which enables me to make a report so 
favorable. 

The water supply and heating arraoeements are admirable and at present 
meet with the hearty approbation of this department. 

The food furnished to the convicts has been of good quality and was anp- 

Slied abundantly. Their wearing apparel has been warm and comfortable, 
inr health record and our small hospital population are lai^ely due to the 
conditions here mentioned. 

In my last re^tort 1 called especial attention to the needs and demands of a 
new hospital, with particular reference to the erection of a separate building 
or ward for the treatment of tuberculosis, or consumptives. 

In reference to onr death rate you will notice that out of seventeen deaths, 
occurring during the past two years, sis, or about 35 per cent, were caused 
by tuberculosis in some form. A disease which is now recognized as being 
so distinctly contagious, ought to be and is now being treated in the well 
regulated hospitals in separate buildings or wards. I would again most 
urgently insist upon a separate place of confinement for these unfortunates, 
not only for their own benefit, but for the protection of others who are thrown 
in contact with them. 

The hospital fjopniation has been comparatively small, averaging about 
what it did dnring the two years ending September 3Dth, 1898, or about one- 
half of one per cent of the entire population of the prison. 

I have continued the plan of not treating patients in their cells any more 
than is absolutely necessary for the reasons set forth in my last report. 

All medicines are given ander my personal supervision, so far as it is pos- 
sible to do so, and 1 have found that this method of treatment has been much 
more satisfactory to myself and to the ofQcers in charge because it has obvi- 
ated to a great extent the loss af time by patients who feign sickness in order 
to avoid work. , - . 



44 

The practice of administering medicine at the desk daring sick call has 

Sroveo to be entirely satisfactory, both from the results obtained and the 
iscipline which it affords. 

To the commissioners of the institution and to Warden Tanner, Deputy 
Warden Dowell and the other ofBcers, I wish to extend my sincere thaaka 
for the kindly service they have rendered me in the prosecution of my ofBcial 
duties, thus enablioK me to accomplish the satisfactory results set forth in the 
foregoing report. I wish also to make particular acknowledgment of the 
valuable service of the cfQcient assistant physician, Dr. George H. Lane, 
who at all times and under all eircurastancea has been prompt and skillful ia 
the discharge of his duties. 

Eespeetfully submitted, 

Wm. R. Mackenzie, M. D. 
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 



To the Board of Commissioners. 

GFehtlemeh: — I have the honor to submit to yoiii my second biennial re- 
port for the year endins: September 30th, 1900. 

The health of the peraone under my oare for the past two years has been, 
and is at present, all that could be desired. 

The institution during the time mentioned has been free from epidemics of 
any kind. Only one case of typhoid fever has ocourred and that was con- 
tracted by a paroled convict wnile he was away from the prison serving his 
parole sentence. His case terminated fatally, witJiin twenty-four hoars 
after his return to the prison as a violator. Aside from this we have had no 
form of disease that could be classed as endemic or epidemic. The sanitary 
system and arrangements have been kept in the best possible condition! the 
large sewers having been regularly flushed and cleansed. 

The ventilation in the cells which is maintained by fan towers has been 
perfect. These improved conditions have been largely responsible for the 
general good health in the institation, which enables me to make a report so 
favorabfi. 

The water supply and heating arraug;ements are admirable and at present 
meet with the hearty approbation of this department. 

The food furnished to the convicts has been of good quality and was sap- 
plied abandantly. Their wearing apparel has been warm and comfortable. 
Onr health record and our small hospital population are largely due to the 
conditions here mentioned. 

In my last rei>ort I called especial attention to the needs aad demands of a 
new hospital, with particular reference to the erection of a separate building 
or ward for the treatment of tuberculosis, or consumptives. 

In reference to our death rate you will notice that oat of seventeen deaths, 
occurring daring the past two years, six, or about 35 per cent, were caused 
by tuberculosis in some form, A disease which is now recognized as being 
so distinctly contagious, ought to be and is now being treated in the well 
regulated hospitals in separate buildings or wards. I would again most 
urgently insist upon a separate place of confinement for these unfortunates, 
not only for their own benefit, but for the protection o£ others who are thrown 
in contact with them. 

The hosnital population has been comparatively small, averaging about 
what it dia during the two years ending September 30th, 1898, or about one- 
half of one per cent of the entire population of the prison. 

I have continued the plan of not treating patients in their cells any more 
than is absolutely necessary for the reasons set forth in my last report. 

All medicines are given under my personal supervision, so far as it is pos- 
sible to do so, and 1 have fonnd that this method of treatment has been much 
more satisfactory to myself and to the officers in charge because it has obvi- 
ated to a great extent the loss »t time by patients who feign sickness in order 
to avoid work. 

D.gir zed by Google 



The practice of administering medicine at the desk during eick call lias 

Sroven to be entirely satisfactory, both from the results obtained and the 
iacipline whieh it affords. 

To the commissioners of the institution aad to Warden Tannef, Deputy 
Warden Dowell and the other officers, I wish to extend my sincere thanks 
for the kindly service they have rendered me in the prosecution of my official 
duties, thus enabhne me to accomplish the satisfactory results set forth in the 
foregoing report. I wish also to make particular acknowledgment of the 
valuable service of the efficient assistant physicisQ, Dr. Qeorge H. Lane, 
who at all times and under all circumstances has been prompt and skillful in 
the discharge of his duties. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Wm. R. Mackenzie, M. D. 
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Mortuary Statement for two years ending September 30, 1900. 



List of Convicts Adjudged Insane and transferred to the Illinois 
Hospital/or Insane Criminals during the two years ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1900. 



by Google 



832- 

So? 






!3ii&8333SIJ33S 



iSSg«^SSS3SS 



"lIHMMMilS 



§SS§^^^33§^II 



s^sssusanss; 






ll 






SaaaSu 

slssll 



ogle 



'CHAPLAIN'S REPORT TO THE COMMISSION ER3. 



Gentlemen : — Since l&st report this department has been maintained as efflo- 
iently as the ways and meaas provided bj law and circumatantial limitations 
woum permit. The purpose of being inatrumental in the awakeain^, re- 
forming and restoring of the misguided and fallen inmates of this prison, 
which animated me at the beginninKof my official term has continued with 
some modification to the present. The ideals of earlier esperieace have not 
been realized and perhaps can not be amid the conditions here prevailing. 
^Chapel services have been regularly held every Sabbath with a personal 
absence of but three Sabbaths in the two years past, and these occasions 
were kindly supplied by other ministers. The chapel attendance has been 
l&rge; many visitors being present; attention and interest uniformly good. 
Several have professed conversionj some of whom on the death-bed gave 
satisfaetorj testimony to a confident hope of eternal life through the merits 
and mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ. Even here men do come to know the 
truth that saves and makes them free. Many who have gone out report con- 
formity with the instrnctions received here and their steadfast purpose to sup* 
port lives of virtue and uprightness. 

Prisoners of the Roman Catholic faith have received regular attention once 
a month from the Rev. C. J. Eckert of Chester. 

Besides the Bible that is placed in every cell . and ia read by many, relig- 
ious papers and pamphlets have been liberally supplied to all prisoners. The 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago in response to a request made a moat gen- 
erous donation ot several hundred volumes from the Moody library, receipt 
thereof is thankfully acknowledged. Other contributions from interested 
friends have been received, among whom Rev, W. D, Mathews of Onargo, 
Ills., deserves special mention. 

The library, though yet not what it should be, has been recruited several 
hundred volumes, auplicating many lost titles and adding new works since 
last report. Through the munificent aopropriation of the last Legislature 
mnch improvement has been made and steps are taken to completely restore 
missing volumes. An annual allowance oi Five Hundred Dollars should be 
provided and is hereby recommended to replace books worn out or damaged 
by use or abuse. A new catalogue has been arranged and is prepared for 
the library wherein, for the first time, the books are correctly classified as 
to authorship and matter. 

The nieht school has been maintained, opening about December 1st, and 
closing aoout March 15th. The plan of adraittine illiterate prisoners only 
has been continued with an initial attendance of about seventy and scaling to 
a terminal of flft3'-five. The causes of decline were release on parole, change 
to night duty, sickness, and laziness. Those persisting through the term, 
derived permanent benefit from the instruction, learning with few exceptions 
to write their names, read simple sentences and multiply numbera by twelve. 
Serious embarassment exists for want of a suitably arraneed school room 
furnished with desks and blackboards with other fixtures and appliances nec- 
essary to successful school work; but more than all else is the lack of com- 
petent teachers, convicts being the sole dependence. The grade of literary 
Knowledge in this prison is very low; so low as to render a sufficient number 
ttf teachers for the approaching term of school precarious indeed. 



The intimftte relation eziatmg between convict labor and moral and 
inteltectaal improvement being bo positive and inseparable iastifiea mention. 
FasBingf the matter of prison self Bnpport. idleneBB would be the worst evil^ 
the greatest punishment that coold be inflicted upon those in confinement. 
Every man enonld have some stead; remnnerattve work. Idleness destroys 
intellect and morals and where confinement is added, insanity in many in- 
stances will follow. It is a merciful provision for the convict that his time is 
occupied in manual labor not only for mental diversions, but for the culture- 
of manly habits, meritious achievements and progress in mental, social and 
secular pursuits. Humanity toward the eonviot insists upon his being em- 
ployed. 

Again, after the experience of two years more, the judgment must be re- 
iterated, that the parole system is a positive disadvantage in its effects upon 
this department. Since last report paroles have averaged about thirty a montb 
or about seven hundred for two years. The prisoner under the law of defi' 
nite sentence was free from the mental strain anticipating speedy release or 
Tincertain duration of eonfluemeut and could compose himself to thoughts of 
mental and relieions improvement. The thoucbt of release now absorbs his 
mind to the ezolusion of almost every other subject. If he be in school his 
studies are arrested it may be in the early or middle pact of the term; any 
religions impressions that may have been made are dissipated in their incom- 
pleteness and lost perhaps forever. 

Beapectfally sabmitted, 

0. H. Clabk, 

Chaplain, 
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Table showing the Religious Belief, education and habits of life 
of Convicts received in the Southern Illin(ns Penitentiary for the 
two years ending September 30, 1900. 
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